
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
March 24, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 

Walpole Town Hall – Main Meeting Room 

 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Gallivan, Mr. Ryan, Mr. Breen 

    Ms. Muccini, Mr. Buckley 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Lincoln D. Lynch III, Ed. D. 

     Assistant Superintendent Jean E. Kenney, Ed. D. 

     School Business Administrator, Michael Friscia 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m. by 

School Committee Chairperson Nancy Gallivan. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  (These documents are located in 

School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. Out-of-State Field Trip Requests 

2. TEC Budget Documents 

3. DRAFT Statement of Interests to the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

4. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

5. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

The Meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

Student Representative to the School Committee, Olivia DiPasca, reported on recent academic, athletic 

and extracurricular activity at Walpole High School. 

RECOGNITIONS: 
 

1. Fisher School Peer Leadership - Fisher School students were present to discuss the new 

fourth and fifth grade Peer Leadership program.  This Group supports the kindergarten and first grade 

students by interacting at recess with them.  The older students facilitate organized play activities in a 

variety of ways and act as mentors.  Both the younger and upper grade students spoke as to what they 

like about the program and what they have gained from being a part of the Peer Leadership program. 

2. Dr. Bridget Gough - Dr. Lynch also recognized Principal Bridget Gough for earning a 

doctoral degree in educational leadership.  Dr. Gough serves as a model for “life-long learning”. 

Mr. Michael Ryan arrived at 7:46 p.m. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Out of State Field Trip Requests - - The School Committee unanimously approved the 

following self-funded out-of-state field trips: 

Motion: To approve a approve a self-funded Fisher School Grade 2 field trip to the 

Rogers Williams Zoo in Providence, RI, June 1, 2016 

Moved: Mr. Breen Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve a approve a self-funded Fisher School Grade 4 field trip to the 

Rhode Island School of Design Management in Providence, RI, June 2, 2016 

Moved: Mr. Breen Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 

 

2. Video clip re: trying to teach math-wise - A short video regarding teaching math the 

Common Core way was shown.  This video will be posted on the District webpage at 

www.walpole.k12.ma.us. 

3. Building Tours - Building tours will be scheduled for the various town committees to tour the 

Bird Middle School, Johnson Middle School and Fisher Elementary School to observe educational 

programs and facility improvements. 

4. TEC Annual Budget – The School Committee was provided with a copy of The Education 

Cooperative budget as an informational purpose per revised Massachusetts General Law. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Secondary School Buildings/Statement of Interest – The School Committee voted favorably 

regarding to file Statement of Interests (SOI) with the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

(MSBA). The first step serves to request MSBA to partner with Walpole Public Schools to study 

secondary school facilities and determine recommended action steps for future educational space 

needs. 

 

Motion: Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 24, 2016, prior to 

the closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to 

submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of 

Interest Form dated March 31, 2016 for the Walpole High School located at 

275 Common Street, Walpole, Massachusetts which describes and explains the 

following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application 

may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the 

future. The scope of this project is to consider building a new High School on 

the current site of Bird Middle School.  Once the construction of the new High 

School is complete, we would remove the Bird Middle School building and 

complete the remaining site work.  All middle school students would be 

relocated to our current high school building which would become the new 

Walpole Middle School.  Johnson Middle School would be repurposed to meet 

the growing space needs of the Town Of Walpole.  The Bird Middle School 
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and Johnson Middle School buildings were originally constructed in 1961 and 

1966 and have changed very little from their original construction over 50 

years ago.  The buildings are overcrowded, deficient and or obsolete when 

compared to modern code and guidelines.  A new building would provide the 

core educational spaces which are consistent with MSBA standards for new 

construction.  The Walpole Municipal Facilities Master Plan study conducted 

by CDR Maguire in 2013, addresses many of the deficiencies ranging from the 

educational program to the building infrastructure.  The consolidation of both 

middle school buildings would provide annual savings in addition to providing 

the middle school students with a significantly more modern facility and the 

increased space that is not available in our current buildings and hereby 

further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest 

Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the 

acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any 

other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority, or commits the Town School District to filing an application for 

funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.   

. 

 

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Ms. Muccini Vote: 4-1-0, in favor 

    Mr. Buckley opposed 

 

Motion: Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 24, 2016, prior to 

the closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to 

submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of 

Interest Form dated March 31, 2016 for the Bird Middle School located at 625 

Washington Street, East Walpole, Massachusetts, which describes and 

explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an 

application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

in the future. The scope of this project is to consider building a new High 

School on the current site of Bird Middle School.  Once the construction of the 

new High School is complete, we would remove the Bird Middle School 

building and complete the remaining site work.  All middle school students 

would be relocated to our current high school building which would become 

the new Walpole Middle School.  Johnson Middle School would be repurposed 

to meet the growing space needs of the Town Of Walpole.  The Bird Middle 

School and Johnson Middle School buildings were originally constructed in 

1961 and 1966 and have changed very little from their original construction 

over 50 years ago.  The buildings are overcrowded, deficient and or obsolete 

when compared to modern code and guidelines.  A new building would 

provide the core educational spaces which are consistent with MSBA 

standards for new construction.  The Walpole Municipal Facilities Master 

Plan study conducted by CDR Maguire in 2013, addresses many of the 

deficiencies ranging from the educational program to the building 

infrastructure.  The consolidation of both middle school buildings would 

provide annual savings in addition to providing the middle school students 

with a significantly more modern facility and the increased space that is not 
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available in our current buildings and hereby further specifically 

acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance 

or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other 

funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or 

commits the Town School District to filing an application for funding with the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority.   

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 4-1-0, in favor 

    Mr. Buckley opposed 

  

 

Motion: Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 24, 2016, prior to 

the closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to 

submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of 

Interest Form dated March 31, 2016 for the Johnson Middle School located 

at111 Robbins Road, Walpole, Massachusetts, which describes and explains 

the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application 

may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the 

future. The scope of this project is to consider building a new High School on 

the current site of Bird Middle School.  Once the construction of the new High 

School is complete, we would remove the Bird Middle School building and 

complete the remaining site work.  All middle school students would be 

relocated to our current high school building which would become the new 

Walpole Middle School.  Johnson Middle School would be repurposed to meet 

the growing space needs of the Town Of Walpole.  The Bird Middle School 

and Johnson Middle School buildings were originally constructed in 1961 and 

1966 and have changed very little from their original construction over 50 

years ago.  The buildings are overcrowded, deficient and or obsolete when 

compared to modern code and guidelines.  A new building would provide the 

core educational spaces which are consistent with MSBA standards for new 

construction.  The Walpole Municipal Facilities Master Plan study conducted 

by CDR Maguire in 2013, addresses many of the deficiencies ranging from the 

educational program to the building infrastructure.  The consolidation of both 

middle school buildings would provide annual savings in addition to providing 

the middle school students with a significantly more modern facility and the 

increased space that is not available in our current buildings and hereby 

further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest 

Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the 

acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any 

other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority, or commits the Town School District to filing an application for 

funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.   

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 4-1-0, in favor 

    Mr. Buckley opposed 
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2. FY ’17 Budget Update - Dr. Lynch gave a FY ’17 budget update.   

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS: 

 

Parent Katia Santiago-Taylor inquired about the acceptance rate to colleges for Walpole.   Dr. Lynch 

informed Ms. Santiago-Taylor that we now have a 92% rate at Walpole High School of students who 

do go on to college. The balance of students chose to enlist to serve our country in military service or 

to enter the workforce.  220 different colleges accepted Walpole High School graduates last year. 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated March 22, 2016 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants as stated on the list submitted by 

the Superintendent dated March 22, 2016. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the Regular School Committee Meeting Minutes for March 10, 

2016. 

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes for March 10, 2016. 

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 4-0-1, in favor 

    Ms. Muccini abstained 

 

Motion: To approve the Secondary School Building Study Subcommittee Meeting 

Minutes for March 10, 2016. 

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 4-0-1, in favor 

    Ms. Muccini abstained 

 

At 9:30 p.m. Mrs. Gallivan announced the School Committee would be entering into Executive 

Session for the purpose of union negotiation strategies with the Walpole Teachers Association.  The 

School Committee will not be returning to open session. 

 

Motion: To enter into Executive Session for the purpose of union negotiation strategies 

with the Walpole Teachers Association. 

Moved: Mr. Breen Second: Mr. Ryan   

Roll 

Call: 

Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mr. Ryan:  Yes; 

Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Mr. Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 
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Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting will be Thursday, 

April 14, 2016. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Jennifer Geosits, Vice Chairman 


